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Tracking the 

Ancient Mysteries 
from Egypt to the 

Founding of America 

Lecture 9: 

Knights Templar 



Outline 

ÅLectures 1 ï 5: Conceptual foundations, Egypt, Greece, 

The Temple Legend, Vanishing of the Mysteries   
 

ÅLectures 6 ï 10: Early Christian Mysteries, Faith versus 

Knowledge, Charlemagne, Knights Templars, Cathars & 

Rosicrucians  
 

ÅLectures 11 ï 15: Renaissance, Leonardo, Founding of 

America, Freemasonry, Mysteries for the Future 
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The Stars Once Spoke to Man 

The Stars once spoke to Man. 

It is World-destiny 

That they are silent now. 

To be aware of the silence 

Can become pain for earthly Man. 

  

But in the deepening silence 

There grows and ripens 

What Man speaks to the Stars. 

To be aware of the speaking 

Can become strength for Spirit-Man. 

  

Rudolf Steiner 
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3 Keys To Remember 

1. Following the 1st Crusade, Templars transform 

Europe enabling the Renaissance 

2. Templars suddenly become expert architects 

and builders of a new style 

3. Templars are ruthlessly rooted out of Europe by 

jealous, in-debt-to-them King ï but their wealth 

disappears 
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The Historical Situation 

ÅRome was little more than ruins, barbarians ruled West 

ÅThe Mysteries had vanished ï or gone underground 

ÅGreek philosophers were thought of as mystics and thus 

driven out of Christendom ï helping to ignite the cultural 

supremacy of Islamic states: e.g. Cordova and Baghdad 

ÅSpread of Islam stopped by Charles Martel whose 

successor, Charlemagne, befriends Harun al-Rashid who 

sends teachers ï School at Chartres flourishes 

ÅPilgrimages begin to Jerusalem ï 1000s go each year 

ÅMassacres of pilgrims fuels desire for crusade 

ÅDesire for holy relics, Papacy in crisis, theological demise 

7/17/2014  Andrew Linnell  5 



Situation in the Holy Lands 
Å Constantine and his mother St. Helena, 300 AD 

o Discovery of the grave of Jesus ï begins pilgrimages  
o Builds hospital in Jerusalem to treat and care for Christian pilgrims 

Å 614: Persians capture Jerusalem, destroy all churches 
o Capture of the Cross of Christ, destruction of priests, of deacons, and 

monks, and all Christians, rape of nuns, enslavement of men & children 

Å 620: The Hadith of the prediction in Sura ar-Rum 
Å 627: Byzantine Emperor Heraclius (610-41) defeats Persians 
Å 638: Caliph Omar enters Jerusalem, establishes religious tolerance  

o Pilgrimages to holy land grow dramatically afterwards 
o Period of Muslim rule but religious peaceful co-existence 

Å 1005: Caliph Al Hakim destroys the hostel and 3000 other buildings 
Å 1023: Caliph Ali az-Zahir of Egypt gives Italian merchants from 

Amalfi and Salerno permission to rebuild the hospice in Jerusalem 
Å 1064: over 7000 pilgrims at Easter  

o includes Archbishop of Mentz and many Bishops 

Å 1065: Turkomans overthrow Jerusalem and massacre 3000 pilgrims  
Å 1090s: Continued dangers to pilgrims leads to First Crusade 



Map of Europe around 1100 

 



Islamic View of the Crusades 

Å The Crusader invasion served to shift the locus of world power 
westward. During their occupation of the Holy Land and surrounding 
areas, the Westerners were able to learn a great deal from the 
culture which they bested militarily. Some European scholars 
learned Arabic and were able to access the wealth of information 
contained in these sources. It is said that "the heritage of Greek 
civilizations was transmitted to Western Europe through Arab 
intermediaries" during this period . Vistas of knowledge were 
revealed to the Europeans in the areas of architecture, 
chemistry, astronomy, mathematics, paper-making, leather-
working and a host of other important fields . This information, 
the basis of Arab intellectual society, was eagerly received and built 
upon by the still nascent civilization of Western Europe 

Å The Europeans quickly harnessed the power latent in the culture 
they had successfully conquered and used it to help construct the 
civilization that has culturally dominated much of the world for the 
past five hundred years.  
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Islamic View of the Crusades 

Å In contrast, interaction with the foreign invaders produced little 

positive effects for the Middle-Eastern Muslims.   

Å The Crusaders had proved themselves to be a terrible enemy.  

Å The much vaunted ideal of chivalry rarely carried through to 

the actual battles fought for the Holy Land. Many European 

victories were followed by extensive massacres of men, 

women and children. After a bloody battle at Ma'arra in which 

thousands were probably killed a European chronicler writes, 

"our troops boiled pagan adults in cooking-pots; they impaled 

children on spits and devoured them grilledñ. It was hard for 

Muslims to identify with such cruel adversaries. These horrors 

served to demonize the Westerners and their Christianity.  
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Early Templar History 

Å 1096-1099: First Crusade to the Holy Lands ñsucceedsò 

o Jerusalem and coastal area comes under European control 

Å 1108: Hugues joins Count Hugh of Champagne visit to Jerusalem;  
o Hugues remains there after the count returns to France  

Å 1118 Hugues de Payens organizes the original 9 monk-knights  
o Presents mission to King Baldwin of Jerusalem 

o Becomes Grand Master of the Knights Templar 

o Jerusalemôs King Baldwin grants them a location on Mount Moriah 

o Access to King Solomonôs Temple and Al Aqsa Mosque 

ÅHence origin of the name Templar 

Å 1128: He visits England and Scotland where he raises men and 
money for the Order 
o Founded House in London and another near Edinburgh 

Å 1136: Grand Master Hugues dies in Palestine  
o Led the Order establishing its foundations 

o Succeeded as Grand Master by Robert de Craon 



Map of Jerusalem in the 1100s 



Under the Surface 

Å Pope Urban II gave Hugues a Mission to Mount Moriah  

o Excavate under Solomonôs Temple and Al Aqsa [Dome of the Rock]  

o Look for the Ark of the Covenant 

Å Templars formed in 1118 to protect pilgrims, mission fulfilled?  

o Brotherhood of the Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Jesus Christ and the Temple 

of Solomon 

o Strict vows of austere life committed to service as knight and monk 

Å Gestation Period: 1119 to 1128 

o No warfare, no military mission at this time 

o Initiation ceremony developed with esoteric roots (from where?) 

ÅNo longer my blood, but Christôs blood flows in me 

o Something comes over the group ï changes their ñauraò 



Hospitallers 

Å Monastic order founded by Gerard following First Crusade  

Å Gerard acquired territory and revenues for his order throughout the 
Kingdom of Jerusalem and beyond 

Å His successor, Raymond du Puy de Provence, established the first 
significant infirmary near the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 

Å Initially: cared for pilgrims who made it to Jerusalem  

Å Became an armed escort for pilgrims that became substantial force 

o Knights wore black surcoat with a white cross 

Å Privileges granted by the Papacy and Kings 

o Exempt  from all authority save that of the Pope 

o Paid no tithes and allowed its own religious buildings 

o At the height of the Kingdom of Jerusalem the Hospitallers held seven 
great forts and 140 other estates in the area 

Å Why did the Templars, not the Hospitallers, become filled with 
mystique, awe, & associated with esotericism? 



From Grail to Templar Knights 

Å Grail Knights (e.g. Parzival) chosen by Pope Urban II to lead 
expedition to locate the Ark and bring it to Europe 

Å 3 generations of Grail Knights: 

Å Godfroi de Boullion, general in 1st Crusade  

Å Count Hugues de Champagne  

o Returns to the Holy Land in 1104-5, 1108, and 1114 

Å Hugues de Payens:  

Å 1118: The 1st Templar Knights: Hugues and his 7 relatives  

o Two were his brothers and all were his relatives by either blood 
or marriage 

Å 1126: Hugues sent to Europe for the Council de Troyes  

o At the Council great presence of Cistercians and Benedictines 

ÅCouncil delegates St. Bernard of Clairvaux to write the 

Templar Order rules 

o First Monk-Knight order ïfusing two streams  

o Many join from across Europe 
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Rapid Growth 

Å 1129: The Council of Troyes 

o 1126: Hugh de Payens sent to Council in Europe by King Baldwin 

o 1128: He also visits England and Scotland  

ÅRaises men and money for the Order 

ÅFounds first Templar House in London and another near Edinburgh 

o Bernard of Clairvaux, a leading church figure and a nephew of one of 
the founding knights, supports the knights  

ÅSpeaks and writes persuasively on their behalf, and in  

o The Order was officially endorsed at the Council of Troyes  

o With this formal blessing, the Templars became a favored charity across 
Europe, receiving money, land, businesses, and noble-born sons from 
families who were eager to help with the fight in the Holy Land  

Å 1139: Papal Support 

o Pope Innocent II exempts the Order from obedience to local laws 

o Meant the Templars could pass freely through all borders, were not 
required to pay any taxes, and were exempt from all authority (except 
that of the Pope) 



   Bernard of Clairvaux 

Templars 

Å Esoteric (at first) 

Å Build inner ñfabricò 

o Monks & Knights 

o Banking 

o Architects 

Å White with red cross  

Å Nephew of André de 

Montbard, a founder  

Å Persuaded Church 

Cistercians 

Å Exoteric 

Å Build society 

o Farming 

o Metallurgy 

o Smelts & 

furnaces 

o Industry 

Å White robes 

 

"truly a fearless knight, and secure on every side, for his soul is protected by the armor of faith, just as 
his body is protected by the armor of steel. He is thus doubly-armed, and need fear neither demons nor 
men." - Bernard de Clairvaux, c. 1135, De Laude Novae Militae - In Praise of the New Knighthood 



Templars as Gothic Architects 

ÅGothic cathedrals  
o Suddenly arose across Europe after Council of Troyes 1129 

o Templars as great architects and masons 
ÅFelt Christ to be the Great Cosmic Architect and Builder 

Å Exceptional sound quality 

ÅWhat did it take to be an architect in 1150 AD? 
o ñLet him [an architect] be educated, skillful with the pencil, instructed 

in geometry, know much history, have followed the philosophers 
with attention, understand music, have some knowledge of 
medicine, know the opinions of jurists, and be acquainted with 
astronomy and the theory of the Heavens.ò Vitruvius Pollio, The Ten 
Books on Architecture, 25 BC 

o Without computers, how did they learn this skill?  

o What was the source of their inspiration? 

o Like the Ark of the Covenant, Gothic Cathedral architecture meant 
to ñformò the new human 



Building Solomonôs Temple 

ÅHiram ï Solomon ï Queen of Sheba 

o Cain and Abel streams 

o Hiramôs son through Balkis: Rise of the new Kings (formerly 

priest-kings, pharoahs) 

ÅArk of the Covenant thought to be hidden in the Temple 

ÅTemplars become architects of the new Gothic Cathedral 

o Were there any failed trials?  

ÅBuilding churches throughout Europe  

o Temple Church London finished in 1185 

o Inspiration claimed from Golgotha  
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Children of Solomon 

Å 1145: Bernard of Clairvaux helped form 

Children of Solomon 'rules'   

o Conditions for living and working  

Å ñWe the Knights of Christ and of the 

Temple follow the destiny that prepares 

us to die for Christ. We have the wish to 

give this rule of living, of work, and of 

honor to the constructors of churches so 

that Christianity can spread throughout 

the earth not so that our name should be 

remembered, Oh Lord, but that Your 

Name should live.ò 

Å Instructed in art of sacred geometry  

Å Built Castle Tomar in 1160 as a 

stronghold for the Knights Templar 

o Now it is The Convent of Christ Templar Castle Tomar, Portugal 


