The MysteryofDa Vi nc i ¢
Virgin of the Rocks

by Andrew Linnell

Leonardo da Vinci, over a 25 year period, completed two paintings both calleddheof the Rockgor

theMadonnaof the RocKs One can be seen at the Louvre in Paris (right, beldwigwhe other hangs in

National Gallery

the National Gallery, London (left, belowyVhile it was uncommon for Renaissance painters to copy their

own works, some art historians have surmised that Leonardo made a copy for extra imcthisepaper
we will explorethe mysteries surrounding this painting We 61 1 | ook atwhavthey t her e ar e

together reveal of Christian mysteries known to Leonardo.



While scholars have debated which painting is the original, the debate on the obttierptaintings

surprisindy light. Today it is generally agreed that the version in the Louvre (right) is the original. Few
have questioned of the significance of the depicted scene or its characters. As we shall see, such an
investigation reveals marvelous mysteries about tiggnat painting and how these mysteries flowed into

the Florentine schools fostered by the de Medici family.

Why are there two similar paintings?

Historical perspective

We find young Leonardo da Vinci had been schooled in Florence. Although he wikegiitienate son of a
notary from the village of Vinci, he had shown a rekaéle abilityfor learning. By the age ll2zonardo

is enrolled in Florence's best artistic workshop, that of Andrea del Verrogbki® his student colleagues
includeSandro Bottielli, Domenico Ghirlandaio, Pietro Perugino and Lorenzo di Créde next
generatiorof apprenticeincluded Michaelangelo and Rapha®ost of these painters, for example
Peruging later have theiown school andften the best students studied alsthweonardo. This includes
Ambrogio da Fossano Bergognafadka Borgonone), Bernardino Luini, and Bernardino di Betto (aka

Pinturicchig.

During the time Leonardo studieshforence heis exposed to th®ledici (Lorenzo the Magnificent)

householdand is related schools some of which were secret due to the teachings which might have been

deemed heretical in those times. Not more than 250 years earlier the Cathars had been extanchinated

the first Inquisitiorwas still activerooting out any philosobical remains of the Cathaasd other heretics.

Leonardo was admitted as &mber of the Garden of San Marcagyroup that discussed the teachings of

Marsilio FicinoandJohn Argyropoulos Marsilio ran the Medicibs Pl ato Ac
not only Plato but other Greek and Egyptian philosophers whbilte Argyropoulosirom Constantinople,

was a renownedgristotelianscholar and alchemist. Even Marsilio, perhaps the most respected intellectual

of the Florentine district, ran afoul with theurhh because of his writings on Hermetic Magic and

Astrology. Only a strong defense acquitted him of heresy chargka possible death sentence



In 1480, theConfraternity of the Immaculate Conception reqedshregaintingsto be completed by
Decembe 8", the Feast of thenmaculateConceptionGiacomo del Maino was first commissioned for
thesethree paintingshat were to includa central Virgin and Child witlangels andwo side panels also
with angelsGiacomofor some reason withdrawsgnable tocomplete in time With the door opened,
Leonardo who had arrived in Milan in 1482 from Florence to accept the position of court artist for the
Duke of Milan,offershis original Madonna of the Rockshich he hadbegun in FlorenceApparently the
Confraernity liked the painting but wanted changes. Leonartththe monks came to some agreement for

a new paintingand the work commenced.

Rather than altémg the original, Leonardo employs studentsthe de Predis brothert® paint a nevbut

slightly modified version. He draws the outlines (recently additional outlihegre found underneathe

paint),periodically consus, and likely participates attimes But , true to Leonardobs r e
painting takes much longer than expected to bepteted. In fact, Ambrogio de Predi finally completes his

portion of the work 16 years later just after #ral Italian War breaksut. The war had caused Leonardo

to flee Milan with hisotherp ai nt i ngs. We know t he Fr enishedhtrseoops dest
sculpture using it fotarget practice. Now legal disputeensues athe surviving de Predis brother

Ambrogio (his brother Evangelista died in 149&nted paymenBut the Confraternity does not want to

accept t he [dheidispteiwasinallfi setlediorsAfril 27th, 1506, with the requirement that

Leonardo would return to Milan within two years and complete the painting. Since he was paid for this in

1507, he apparently did put thequestedinishing touches on the workThese ihishing touches are clear

as we shall see later. This secgradhting was installed in the Confraternity in 1508.

About 275 years latehe church of San Francesco Grande in Mitder sellshe paintingo a Gavin

Hamilton who take# to England. Afte passing through various collections, it was bought by the National
Gallery in 1880The aiginal is not mentioneth any writingsuntil it shows up in thé&renchRoyal
collectionof Fontainebleain 1625. Why does it show up there? Like the Mona Llisanardo likely had
carried this painting with him wherever he went1516 heaccepts a commission from the King Francois

| of Franceto be his bief painter, engineegnd architect. After Leonarddes at Clos Lucé, France, on

May 2, 1519 a67, hispaintings then became the property of the royal family.



Why Was the Original Rejected?

Most observers of these paintings would state that the central figure of both paintings is the Virgin Mary
and one of the children is Jesus. The London copy has thedsekild the one on the left with a staff,
identifiedas the infant John the Baptist. The fourth character is claimed by the National Gallery to be Uriel.
Our current Christian theology accepts this perspective but is this what Leonardo had intenaded? If
compare the two paintings looking for differences between the original (right) and the copy (left), the

differences reveal much of the mystafyoutthe original.

The most obvious of the differences is the pointing hand of the archangel on the tlighoiiginal version

at the Louvre. She has her left hand around the child next to her and with her right hand she points at the
other child. This pointingpand is missing in the copywWe also notice that her red cloak and green top in

the original hadeen transformed into a colorless garment with a dull blue cape. Her active role has been
altered to a passive one. Why was this done? Why, in the copy, was this archangel seen as Uriel? Was itin
respect to tradition of the Middle Ages where Urighie archangel of midummer (each season was led

by an archangel) and the festival for John the Baptist was celebrated on 2neT2& National Gallery

claims that its painting depicts a scene in an apocryphal story when the holy family whiletegypt

meets John and Uriel in the desert. But the National Gallery fails to tell us what apocryphal story this is
and if it existed in Leonardo6s ti me. A search of ki
Although halos in the copy make it alewho is Mary and who is Jesus, we cannot reach the same

conclusion about identity of the characters of the original.

L e t éexgaminecthe question of which child is Jesus? While not discussed in public documents of the

National Gallery, one can seethat he t wo hal os and the ASt. Johno staf
the varnish that is used to protect the paint @painting was completed. Assumitigt the infant onrte

left is John the Baptisthe process of eliminatiadentifiesthechild on the right adesus. However, these

are clearly the finishing touches required by the Confraternity that Leonardo applied in order to receive his

portion of the commissionWe mu st the gldntitifisanrthe copjhe same as Leonardo intended?



DaVinci and The Mysteries

Obviously, given his renown as an engineer, a scientist, a painter, and a philosopher, we can conclude his

schooling involved far more than learning painting techrégi#ho else besides Verrocchio were his

teachers? Cosimo ahdrenzo de Medici fostered various Florentine schools, funding commissions for

artists and translators of mystical documents of which Leonardo da Vinci had access during hi§lyguth.

Platonic Academy was a 15tenturystudygroup in Florence. It wagensoredby. or enz 06 s
Cosimo de' Medigiand led by Marsilio Ficinavho, it is saidfwas in touch with every major academic
thinker and writer of his day, arttle first translator of Plato's complete extant works into L&tin
Leonardo took paiit this academy and was exposed to these thinkers who included maiat@asts,

alchemistsandmystics.

father,

From the National Museum o fHispteenananmeamdpdaljgTld@2h nol ogy we

in the account book of the painters' confraity, the Company of St. Luke: this means that he is working

as painterinhisowal t al so means that he participated

from whence many attempted to paint the relationship of Greek mythology to Christinedgpardattends

n their

academies, workshops and, above all, the Medici household, where he makes the acquaintance of many

mystics and learned men in additiontiee philosopher Marsilio Ficind® In 1480 Leonardo becanfea
member of the @rden of San Marcosin under the patronage of Lorenzo the Magnifitewhere his

exposure to the best minds of Europe was further enhanced.

Why secrecy was necessary

Al t hough the debdMedici family provided some

needed o be careful . Neoplatonic philosophers

nsul ati c

ectured

translations of Plato, Porphyry, lamblichus, Plotinus, and other Neoplatonists from Greek to Latin as well

as the influential translations of Hermes Trigiie s CanpsisdHermeticurbrought concepts the Church

found dangerous. I n 1492, disturbed by Ficinobés teact

heresy hunters put him on trial. Although acquitted, this shakes the foundation of the Whmiensne



schools. Heresy hunting continues wiliordano Bruno beinburned at the stake in Rorime1600for his

heliocentricscientific writings®

Influence of Greek philosophy on Early Christian Mysteries

Today, our scientific view of the humanmmh ger accepts St. Paul bés view of th
of body, soul, and spirit .enfedtotindekseandihs Grbek mddelofthe Leonar
members of the human beinginordegto as p t he me ani magds.oNdave beentlmath ar act er s 6
Plato, Aristotle, and other Greek philosophers would have been well known to Leohsmjolatonic

philosopher Georgiu6e mi st os Pl et hon, HiawladteAlexdandrianonystsse s upon
fascinated the learned society of Floenct hat t hey named PHiem htoméd ss suacrad sRloa:
Marsilio Ficino tried to synthesize Christianity and Platonism, something®N@iti 276 AD, the founder

of Manichaeisma GnosticChristianreligion) had tried to accomplish. As such, wedfimany examples of

Greek mythology in Florentine art of this period. Gnostic and Zoroastrian perspectives were undoubtedly

studied. Witing in 1492 Marsilio proclaimed, "This century, like a golden age, has restored to light the

liberal arts, which weralmost extinct: grammar, poetry, rhetoric, painting, sculpture, architecture, music...

this century appears to have perfected astroldgye'spite this, the Church still held its authority and right

to put to death whoever could be proven to be a heretic.

It was Saint Paul who placé&donysius the Areopagite charge of The School of Athens where Plato and

the Mysteries had been taught. Dionysiddsathe Christian lsteries to this legacy. Although the school

was essentially closed in 529 AD by the RomkEmperor Justinian (because he despised all pagan

mysteriesf°i t s writings were well respect edheDpdysianonti nued
writings and their mystical teaching were universally accepted throughoGhtisianEast. StGregory
Palamag12961359)in referring to these writingsalls the authoéanunering beholder of divine

thinggd™! Emperor Justinian was effective in thoroughly destroying the books and temples related to the

Mysteries and permanently separatingtiemo m Chr i sti anityds evolving theolo

Fundamental to Greek philosophy was the relationship of-tblldhuman to the 4oldness of Nature and
its 4 elements. These are [physical body, life body, sentient body, and ego], [mineral, plant, animal, and

mar, and [erth, water, air, and fire]. The famous philosopRkitarch #6- 120 AD]  w r But we bavdi



a ridiculous fear of death, we who have already died so many deaths, and still are dying! For not only is it
true, as Heraclitus used to say, that thatt offire is birth forair, and the death d@ir is birth forwater,

but the case is even more clearly to be seen in our own selves: the man in his prime passes away when the
old man comes into existence, the young man passes away into the manimdishar child into the

young man, and the babe into the child. Dead is the man of yesterday, for he is passed into the-man of to

day;andthemanofttay i s dying as he passes into the man of t
ignorance of reality, falselyy e | | us that wHat appears to be is.od
We will see a bit later how thisféldness appears in the original paintige onar doés t eacher s, F

Argyropoulos, would have taught that the human is a microcosm of the macrocosm and that each person is
composed of Earth, Water, Air, and Fire. These elements represent the physical body, the life body, the
sentient body, and the ego. Wl see howLeonardo usgthis in his painting But now we must examine

another Mystery stream active at this timamely the Cabbala and the expectation of two Messiahs.

The Story of the Two Messiahs

Zohar Books

In the Jewish Cabalistic traditions, the Zohar books also contain reference to Two MeSkml®har

booksfirst appeared in Spain in the 13th centangdwithin fifty yearsit wasbeingquoted by many

Kabbalists, including thearly 14" Centuryltalian writer Menahem Recanathose mystical work

includesPerush 'Al haTorah (published invenicein 1523 most certainly were read within the circles of

thelmr ned of Fl orence i n L e otherMessidhswhich isthe Sonlofldlosephe Zohar
will be made one with the Son of David, but he willbe kiled Si mi | ar | vy, eAnsttewher e it i
Messiah, the son of Joseph, will unite himsathwhe Messiah, the son of David. But the son of Joseph

will not remain in life, he will be killed and will become alive again, when the little hill receives life upon

thegreathill"'Some i nterpretations use fl i tetatiorsindudeme 6 and A gr e

f Al do not know that we need come to any decision as

the Zohar as if they can mean states of one personality, which is the opinion of the editors, for in



another place the text explains byamtident what is meant by a previous identification : it is said that
the Messiah who is the Son of Joseph will be unitibat is, in his missionto the Son of David but
will b% slain.o
T Alt is said that the Mes snitegihthawd)io hisinsssidihto¢hesoon of Jose
of David but will be slain. The one is the conqueror of the Great Rome, the other of the Littlé Rome
whatever the distinction®between these cities may s
T AiBoth [the Son of dpaseenpntionadindhe Tahmed; Mhitoone obtfe Da v
Afomi ssionsd given in the first appendix to the firs
Certain Midrashim are said to agree, but the distinction for what it is worth remains perfectly clear in
the Talmudic references, according to which the Son of Joseph will suffer a violent death and be
succeeded by the Son of David. Elsewhere in the Zohar it is denied that the Son of Joseph will be
killed because he is compared to an ox and evil has nmhelé r h i m. é The fact that h
reaffirmed a few folios subsequently. It is said also that one of these deliverers [Messiahs] is poor and

mounted on an ass, while the other is the first born of a*Bull.

Dead Sea Scrolls

The Dead Sea Scrolls wefiest discoveredn 1947with more found through979 in eleven caves in and
around the anciertissene settlement call@umran The dates when the Dead Sea Scrolls were being
written wes ascertained to have started arolils@ BCE and continued unthe Roman army dispersed the
Essenes if0 CE, a period of 220 years. During those years 872 scrolls were writteioiaw and
Aramaic by the initiate of QumranThe timeof Jesuss normally thought to be between 0 and 33 CE but
historians have placed thisyavhere between BCE and 36 CE. We knowhat the Great Temple of the
Jews in Jerusalemas destroyed by the Roman army’0 CEafter a Jewish revolt Apparently the

scrolls were hidden in caves when the Essenes were warned that this army was n@mf@himgah to

destroy them as well.

These scrolls reveal that two messiahs had either been expected or experienced. One was to be of a priestly
' ineage and dsmember§Essenekdf Qugnianfere looking forward to a 'Messiah of

Israel' and &Mlessiah of David', who resemble theestly and kinty descendants'®One of the



documents called the Damascus Document SBys Messiah, which is the Son of Joseph be made

onewith the Son of David, but he witle killed..."[my italics].

Inthee scrolls, the term fiMessiaho can change from plur

united into one. Below is a list of where in these scrolls two messiahs are mentioned:

1 Mention of the Messiahs of Aaron and Israallddof Community9:11-14 p13
1 Mention of the Messiahs of Aaron and Israel. Damascus 19:11 p.45
I Messiah of Aaron and Israel. Damascus 22:1 p.46

1 Messiah of Aaron and Israel. Q266 frag. 18 col.13 line 12

We also find in Manuscript A, Fragment 3 of 4Q2B®8 7 ( s cr dlhle ertairtiloead f Gl oryo)
some time after the two have been made i n'tThisone t hat
passage compares to Isaiah 11:2 AThe Sp3i3d ifitl osfaw he L«
the Spirit comelown from heaven as a dove and remain on him. | would not have known him [his cousin]

except that the one who sent me to baptize with water
down and remain is he who wap i rbamitnd et lwiid hc lt hreg eHoil ry

entelechy when pondering the significance that the Baptism had to-tladlesth Heretics.

Old Testament

These passages of the Dead Sea Scrolls reopened a debate about the meaning of this passage from Ezekiel

37, A T hf¢he o catne again unto me, saying, moreover, thou Son of Man, take thee one stick,

and write upon it, for Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions. Then take another stick, and

write upon it, for Joseph, the stick of Ephraim and for allthease of Israel his companions. And join them

one to another into one st i ck%Thiapassageimpligsthathvwm! | become
branches (sticks) will become one in the Messidhlike Abraham from whom came many nations, Jesus

revases process of creating new streams to begin the process of fusion, of uniting all of humanity.



I n addition to Ezekiel, ther'"¢gseeHm Buanotaavmbeholpr ophecy fr
Him, but not nearThere shall come a star out of Jacai a scepter shall rise out of Isra&ihich many

have interpreted as indicating Two Messiahs, one as a star, that is of the heavens, and one as a scepter, that

is of the earth. And these two shallspassagge t o make t
suggests that the Messiah would have sources from the pure beginnings of Man (the star out of Jacob) and

from the heights of what Man had accomplished, that is, from the kingly side (the scepter out of Israel).

Anthroposophy

The concept of Two Mssiahs rests quietly for several centuries until Rudolf Steiner brought the knowledge

of the two Messiahs to public awareness in the 1909 lecture cycle now publighezbeding to Luke As

an introductionhs ay s , AToday | wi | bthatyowwil noténd in thé Gospgler The s o met hi n
Akashic record chronicles events whose effects and consequences are described in the Gospels, although

the Evangelists could not report the events themselves. You will understand the Gospel accounts better by
learning what the Akas h? Steinergaesan tb deseihedavlthe Gasfels oft t hem. 0
Luke and of Matthew describe quite different stories
story) and one fr om cNfamilghaga child famedKesds.sHe eevealshgw inthe E a

merging of these two children later in life, a confluence of Zoroastrian and Buddhist streams is achieved. |

will refer to these as the Matthew Jesus and the Luke Jesus.

The Matthew Jesus is bormdi. His lineage is through King Solomon to David and then back to Abraham.

The Three Magi, or Zoroastrian wise men, come to honor the rebirth of their great initiate, Zarathustra. We

learn in the lecture cycle that Zarathustra had revealed, durimgeatePersian culture epoch, the outer

divinity and had pointed to the sun wherefrom the Ahura Mazdao would descend eventually to earth.
Zarathustra incarnated sever al times including as Zar
Zarathustrdnad perfected both his astral and his etheric bodies so that he was able to offer these to Hermes
Trismegistusaand Moses respectively thereby affecting both Egyptian and Hebrew culture. When he later

incarnates as Jesus, in order to gather his forcdgsfonission, his parents are led to Egypt. Later, after

Herod had died, the family returns but, still fearful, they settle in Nazareth rather than Bethlehem.



Steiner points out that the Luke Jesus and John the Baptist must have been born afterdieJdstih
since there is no Slaughter of the Innocents 1in
Bethlehem to be enrolled for taxation. At the birth, it is shepherds that, through a clairvoyant vision,

experience the heavenly hosts dmastgo to find and honor this child. This is a story not about outer

wisdom and kings, but about inwardness and | ove.

Nathan, a priest and son of David. Steiner discusses how the Gautama Buddi@mateshis own

Luked¢

L uk

ANi rmanakayad body, that is, the body a bodhisattva e

Jesus. This Nirmanakaya, according to Steiner,

astral body union. In thed&nce of the Nirmanakaya, the angelic hosts could be revealed to the

shepherds. This Luke Jesus, Steiner describes, had never incarnated. It was the purity of Adam before the

Fall. While Adam gained access to the Tree of Knowledge, the Tree of Lifeitidmeld. Thus, a portion

of Adamdés et heric was withhel d. The Luke Jesus

The New Testament

Only two of the four gospels contain Christmas stories. The other two essentially begin at the Baptism.
John for example, follows the Logos from its spiritual beginnings with God, through the making of the

world and of all things through the Logos, until finally the Logos becomes flesh. After this Prologue,

Johnds gospel begi ns wthess)Jotn, abhdrtheretiie babtsm.c For Jphh, ithe worko f

of the Christ, the Logos, only begins after the baptism.

If we compare the stories of Matthew and Luke we find numerous irresolvable differences. While both
stories have a Mary and a Joseph, inthtaw the theme is about the kingly aspect of Jesus whereas in Luke
it is about the pure and priestly. In Matthew three presumably Zoroastrian Magi or Kings are guided by a
star that leads them to the birthplace of the child. In Luke it is poor shephesdsowe alerted by a

heavenly host. When the lineage of Jesus is traced, Matthew goes through Solomon who was son of and
king after David. But Lukedbdés | ineage is through

ancestors through 42 generatido Abraham while Luke reveals 77 generations back to Adam. The angel

can

—

exXpres

t he

Davi

speaks to Joseph in Matthewbdés story while in Lukeds i

Bethlehem while Luke has them living in Nazareth but going to Bethlehem to bieérioo tax purposes



and while there giving birth. Mary of Lukeds gospel

pregnancy with John the Baptist. Matthew does not mention this visit but does discuss how King Herod,

afraid of a child kinghas all children 2 years of age and younger slaughtered in the district which includes

Bet hl ehem. Matt hewds Joseph is warned and takes the

but out of fear of Her odJ,sheyseattle inthe¢ Gableamtewn ofiNazarétra | ki ng £
Lukebs gospel makes no mention of the slaughter of t#F

return to their home in Nazareth after the birth.

One way to reconcile these storiesistoacceptth as val i d. Hi storians place Ki
4BCE. Thus the Matthew story with its slaughter of the innocents must have its Jesus born earlier in 4BCE.

If the Luke story, which has no slaughter of innocents and no mention of Herod, is éndiéfedent story

than in Matthew, then it could take place after Heroc
Jesus Christ died in 33 CE at the age of 33, then this would have the Luke Jesus born in 1 BCE or as late as

1 CE. Thus the kigly Matthew Jesus is between almost one and as many as four years older than the

priestly Luke Jesus.

If we take these two stories to be different families, different births, then we must find the point called for

by the prophetic texts where these thasus children are united. Leonardo left us clues for this as well.

Merging the two Messiahs

If we take these two stories to be different families, different births, then we must find the point where

these two Jesus children are united as Ezekidl7¥/t a fjom them ofe to another into one stick; and

they shall become one in thine hand Leonardo |l eft us clues for this as
historian Paulina Leonard for this discovery (see Reference 8). G ioat Leonardo left tb threeof

his students gave us those cluisd we find even more of his students participated in revealing this

mystery.



Bergognone (aka Borgonone)

In his Milan workshop, studying under
Leonardo wag\mbrogio da Fossano
Bergognone The fresco below, moin

Mi | ands BBasiicAwdsr og
completed in 1509. Recall that Leonardo |
needed to return to Milan in 1507 in order
to finish version 2 oMadonna of the
Rocksand thereby receive final payment

from the Confraternity for his share.

Bergognone, agfiv months later, completes

this alterpiece. Here we see the 12 year

Jesus of Lukebs gos
the doctors of the temple. This boy is
radiant and placed highest of all with the arches acting as his halo. He sits in the chair &f gnesiig

with his eyes on a second boy. This other Jesus is t
gospel. He is departing wearing a similar but more faded red robe. Joseph, in the back left, is weeping. A

distraught Mary reaches out to himith her left hand while her right grasps what could be interpreted as a

burial shroud.

Bergognone is c¢claiming that this boy from Matthewds ¢
Jerusalem, completed the uniting with the other Jesus asltbbstthe originaMadonna of the Rocks

The elder Jesus has transferred with his Ego his kingly wisdom of the world to this otherwise pure and

simple child. After this, the Jesus of Milidnsshewds stor
to make it a viable human being. The Luke Jesus, now enriched with the pure and spiritualized essences

and ego of the other Jesus, surprise not only the doctors but also his biological parents with his newfound

wisdom.



Pinturicchio

Bernardino di Btto(14541513) called
Pinturicchio (Little Painter due to his height)
was a paid assistant of Perugamad a close
acquaintance to Leonardo. Pinturicchio gets
into this mystery with his version @hrist
Among the Doctors 1501. Herdhe 12 year
old Jesuss in the center with a rich outfit
adorned with a blue robeh& Templaloctors
surrounchim. His hand gesture showso

fingersof his left hand raised and his right han

pointsto the second fingerHis bare feet firmly stand on the ground. Almer very similar child is on the

left with the clothes of a poor child but to show his connection to the first his outfit is the same blue color.
This child is resigned to being led away by another child. Their feet no longer are in direct contdet with t
earth as they are covered by stockings of the same red color. Joseph and Mary have just arrived on the right
in search of their childSimon Cade Williams notes thatthe Luini painting below the exact same hand

gestureonJesess i n PiAturicchiods

Luini

I n addition to the p
studentBergognonewe also find this
interesting painting by another student,
Bernardino Luini As part of
of students, Luini completeShrist Among the
Doctorsin 1515. Here we see Issas a
teenager with the Temple doctors behind hi

He holds up his left hand with two fingers

Copyright @ 2000 National Gallery, London. All rights reserved.



rai sed and with his right hand he touches the second

you get it?6 and with whoi.® hdnds hoayidn gl fstoh eoree nwe reed t

appears on the back of this painting and that Luini had studied Bedgognones well.

Bernardino de'Conti

Coming upon this painting "sealed the deal" for Bernardino was a student of

Leonado studying with him from 1470 to 1523, mostly in Milan. He was also a close

friend of Ambrogio di Predis who we suspect was the chief painter of the sétgid

of the RocksHis painting, The Three Children, is extraordinary for its similarity in

posiions to the originaVirgin of the RocksBut here, John the Baptist is clearly the child

in the middle. Thus, he is revealing that neither of the other two children in the original
Virgin of the Rockare John the Baptist! Note the "halo" of the Jesumemight- it is

the nails used on the cross indicating that this child would be the one to hang on the cross.

Why is John even depicted here? Because it will be at the baptism that the Christ spirit



will enter Jesus of Nazareth who will already have gbneugh a mystery in the Temple
in Jerusalem at age twelve when the two Jesus children will unite two streams of

humanity.

John the Baptist

Lastl vy, Leonardoés own painting of
completes this story. Historians claim he used his own

pugl, Gian Giacomo Caprotti da Oreno, nicknamed Salai as

Johnthe Baptist?* (This painting done.1514is found

todayat theLouvre). John points with two fingers of his left

hand at his heart and with the index finger of his right hand

atGod. Againthé ace has a smirk that proc
revealing to you something you dor
the John here be implying that at the baptism, the entelechy

of the merged Messiahs was changed once again with the

incorporation of the Holy Spirit which desaad from

above? As Luke 3:22 st attedayl imhive be §Milytheagrmirg,hl mm. Del ov e
Leonardo seems to be directing this expression to the Church. In paintings Leonardo may have found a

medium to embed the smlled hereticamysteriesand yet retain deniability to avoid prosecution.



Analysis of the Original Painting

Sacred Geometry

It was a common Florentine practice to
arrange the characters and the action within a
central isosceles triangle. The womarblue

and goldoccupies the central position of the
composition. If any character is to be
considered a spiritual being it would be this
central charactewho is cloaked in the colors

of the heavens, the rich deep blues vitter

gold shining through. She can represkath
Mary and a divine being at the same time. Her
right hand receives through the shoulder of the
child on the lefiand transfers througter
heaveny means to the child on the righThe

child on the right is not fully within with the

triangle. His lefthand and his body are outside the triangle meaning that nothing dfytsiead body is

part of the action Only the head and the right hand of th

what is abovevill be received from the other chd. The chil

is child are within thagie suggesting that only

d on the right will receive the ego, that is, the

spirit fromthe child on the leftThe lineage of the child on the rigisttraced backy Luketo purity of

Adam that was withheld in Edemdlacks kingly wisdom of earthRudolf Steiner callthis Adam

Cadmonwithin whomexists the puritypf Manbefore the Fall.



