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Definitions 

¹ Esoteric: understood or belonging to the 
select few  

¸ Greek esterikos : within ï inner (depth)  

¸ Teaching or spiritual practice or path or wisdom 
tradition that is based on a mystical 
interpretation of spirituality  

 

¹ Occult: secret; disclosed or communicated 
only to the initiated  

¸ Latin occultus : to hide from view  
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Ancient Mysteries Become Christianity 

Augustine  (354 ï 430) :  

¹ ñWhat is called the Christian religion today 
(400AD) existed already among the 
ancients and was present with the 
beginnings of the human race. But when 
Christ appeared in the flesh the true 
religion which was already in existence, 
received the name of Christian ò 

¹ Battle of Faith and Knowledge  

¸ Are you an initiate?  

¸ Can you become one in this lifetime?  

¸ How can Christianity be for all the people? Equal?  
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New Mystical Path Open To All 
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¹ Before Christianity, path of  

¸ Learning for the elect Ÿ monks  

¸ Path of mythology for the rest Ÿ faithful  

¹ After Christ, two similar paths of development  

1. The human soul develops within it the forces leading it 
to the cognition of its true self and eventually to Christ  

¹ This becomes a Mystery knowledge path enriched through the 
Christ event  

¹ Augustine rejected this way as springing from pride of soul  

2. By developing forces of the soul as far as possible and 
then proceed to receive the ideas connected with the 
Christ event from written accounts and oral traditions  

¹ Augustine thought the second way was the way of true 
humility  

¹ Now it was possible for every soul to experience the spiritual  



From the east moving 
westward:  

¹ The power of reason 
and the senses  

¹ The physical -sense 
World Christ  

From the west 
moving eastward:  

¹ Hibernian Mysteries  

¹ Last echo of the 
ancient instinctive 
earth -wisdom that 
relied on the ancient 
treasures of wisdom of 
humanity  

¹ Illumination from the 
Spiritual world  
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Rise and Effect of Materialism 
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Jesus was just a good man  

Spiritual world full of beings  

Who needs religion?  

Intellectual Soul  

Consciousness Soul  

End of the ñEarthò (4th  C) 

Not to scale  

He whom you seek is no longer here!  

? 

Why?  

Nature: the work of the divine  

http://www.thechristianmysteries.org/


¹ What 
was 
lost?  

¹ Does it 
matter?  
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Historical Overview 

¹ Origen 184 ï 253  

¹ Mani 216 ï 274  

¹ Arius 250 ï 336  

¹ 4 th  C 

¹ Nestorius 386 ï 451  

¹ 869 AD  

¹ Crusades 1096  

¹ Destruction: Cathars  1244 & Knights Templar 1314  

¹ Plague Ÿ Renaissance, Rosicrucians  

¹ Fall of Constantinople 1453  

¹ Some names  

¸ Giovanni Pico della  Mirandola  1486, Nicholas of Cusa 
1450 , Marsilio  Ficino  1460, Art & Science & Religion  
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Fresco at the palace at Knossos, Minoan, island of Crete  
between the 27th and the 15th centuries B.C.E.   
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Botticelli,  Primavera  



Ahura Mazdao 
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Images  

¹ Bull  

¹ Serpent  

¹ Hound  

¹ Scorpio  

Mithras  
Å Cosmic Christianity  
Å The spirit that 
causes bonding  
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Images  

¹ Body  

¹ Lucifer  

¹ Ahriman  

¹ Asuras ? 

scorpio  Ÿ 

eagle  

Mithras  
Å Cosmic Christianity 
lost by 4 th  C. 
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Cosmic 
Christ,  
The Sun God 
Mosaic, St. 
Peters 
Basilica, 
Rome,  
4 th  C.  
 
What 
happened in 
the 4 th  C? 
 
Where do we 
find Him 
today?  



MYSTERIES RETURN 

Gemistus  Plethon  (1355 ï 1452)  

Renaissance Art  
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6th Century Byzantine Art ï Why Two? 

The Bohdan  And Varvara  Khanenko  Museum Of Arts, Kiev



Virgin of the Rocks  


